
Rancho Agua Caliente Address: 
Km. 27 Carretera Federal No. 3, Tramo Ensenada - Ojos Negros/Real del Castillo 
21000 Ensenada, Baja California, Mexico 
 

 
 
Native Alien Caravan Driving Directions: 
(Remember, in Mexico, distance is measured by Kilometers, so pay close attention to your speed 
limit, it's not MPH!) 
 
Drive I-5 or I-805 South and cross the border into Tijuana.  



Immediately after you cross into Mexico, stay to the right side of the road, and follow 
signs to Rosarito / Ensenada. 

 
Follow that arrow on the sign to Rosarito / Ensenada!  
 
Exit Playas de Tijuana / Rosarito Cuota. It will be your first immediate exit after you 
cross over the river. (See both photos, above and below.) 
 

 
Note: This photo is showing you that you need to exit right before the sign that says 
"Playas de Tijuana / Rosarito Cuoto", not after. 
 
Drive through North Tijuana towards the coastal community of Playas de Tijuana via Highway 1 
toll road. Stay on the Highway 1 and follow signs to Ensenada. 



 
 
There are three toll booths on your scenic coastal drive South to Ensenada, Baja California. The 
first two tolls are approx. $2.35 each (or $27.00 pesos) and the third toll is approx. $2.60 (or 
$30.00 pesos) 
 
*If anyone in your caravan gets left behind in traffic at the border entering into Mexico, we 
recommend pulling over to the right of the road immediately after the first toll road to let 
everyone catch up. Got everyone? Keep moving up the coast! 
  
Pitstop Suggestion: 
Between the second and third toll booths, you’ll find one of Native Alien’s favorite pitstops 
called “Puente El Mirador” on the right hand side of the road. This is a beautiful scenic view 
with bathrooms and Mexican snacks. Possible photo opp? 

 
 



Continue South on Hwy 1 towards Ensenada. There is a military checkpoint at the last 
toll booth. Sometimes they will stop you and ask you where you are going, sometimes 
they will just let you pass. Be respectful, answer questions politely. When asked 'where 
you going' please say Ensenada. If asked further, you can mention the Rancho Agua 
Caliente.  
 
After the third toll in San Miguel you will drive through the El Sauzal community on 
Carretera Transpeninsular eventually passing the UABC-University, where you will turn 
right towards the Port of Ensenada (Zona Turistica) entrance. Once in Ensenada, keep 
driving South along Blvd. Lazaro Cardenas. Follow past the clubs, restaurants, Starbucks, 
etc.   
 
Shortly after you pass the Naval Base on the right at Gral Agustin Sangines, Turn Left 
(east) at the Ave. Esmeralda Intersection. Very importantant! Don’t miss this turn! 
This is a brand new intersection and does not have a street sign, as of August 2nd, 2011. 
The two photos below are taken at the intersection of Esmeralda Ave. & Hwy 1. You will 
see a big Port of Ensenada sculpture on the right side of the freeway.  
 

 
   
Drive approx. 17 miles (27km) until you reach the Rancho Agua Caliente exit sign. (Ave. 
Esmeralda will eventually curve north and turn into Calle Septima. Stay on Calle Septima 
and it eventually curves again eastward and and turns into Highway 3. Keep track of and 
follow any road signs indicating Highway 3 to Ojos Negros/San Felipe.) 
 

 



 
Once you get into the rural area, you’ll see km markers on the side of the road. The 
Rancho Agua Caliente is located right after the 26 km marker.  
   

 
 
Exit carefully and slowly into the dirt driveway on the right and stop at the entrance gate. 
You will be greeted by RAC staff. If you are asked any questions, let the guard know that 
you have a reservation, and that you are with "Tom and Sonya's" group.  
 
After checking in at the front gate, carefully follow the dirt road 4 miles down to 
the Rancho Agua Caliente hot springs oasis facilities. There is more than one checkpoint 
along the way down the dirt road. Please stop and be respectful to any guards or staff you 
encounter.  
 
Once you arrive to the Rancho Agua Caliente oasis facilities, park in the designated 
parking lot, and meet the Native Alien group at the restaurant and bar area for hotel room 
assignments.  
 
We are truly excited to share this place with all of you. Keep in mind, we are to be on our 
best behavior here. Please enjoy yourselves responsibly. 
 
~Sonya & Tom – NATIVEALIEN 


